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Films and Cable Programmes for Students and Staff — Anywhere, Anytime

More schools are turning to movies as powerful educational tools. The MPLC Blanket
Licence offers a comprehensive licensing solution for educational institutions, from
classrooms, auditoriums, activity rooms, libraries, and more. This licence enables
schools to incorporate film into a variety of activities, including English film
appreciation classes, life education lessons, substitute classroom activities,
extracurricular film clubs, parent-teacher association meetings, school fundraising
events, and even indoor broadcasts when outdoor activities are cancelled. It allows for
greater flexibility in planning and executing events.

While the Hong Kong Copyright Ordinance provides specific exemptions for teaching
purposes, these apply only in narrowly defined situations. Materials must be used as
part of curriculum-driven instructional activities in an educational setting, and the use
must be fair and reasonable, respecting the rights of copyright holders. Activities
outside of these parameters, such as showing entire films, often require additional
permissions through a public performance licence.

The MPLC Blanket Licence allows schools to legally show films and television content
simply and efficiently. This not only helps educators foster respect for intellectual
property rights but also sets a strong example for students. Once the annual licence fee
is paid, schools can access and play media, including DVDs, Blu-rays, streaming
platforms, or downloads, without limitations — provided they are acquired through legal
channels.

Many schools have already experienced the benefits of the MPLC Blanket Licence. We
are confident that you will see its value too. For more details, read our FAQs or click
here to apply for today.

FAQs for Schools

Q1: Are you a government department?

A1: While we are not a government entity, we operate in accordance with the Hong
Kong Copyright Ordinance. Our registration and operations align with the regulations
outlined in the ordinance. If you have any additional inquiries regarding our legitimacy,
we recommend contacting the Intellectual Property Department directly for further
clarification.

Q2: What do you do, exactly?
A2: We offer licensing solutions that allow our clients’ films and TV programmes to be
shown legally in venues beyond private homes, such as churches, schools, buses,
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offices, and stores. Our main goal is to promote respect for intellectual property and
protect the rights of the content creators we represent. While some educational uses
are exempt in limited, curriculum-based settings, we encourage schools and other
organisations to join our Blanket Licence program. By doing so, they support fair
compensation for creators and ensure they receive proper recognition for their work.

Q3: What does that mean?

A3: Copyright laws around the world give certain protections to copyright ownersin the
form of exclusive rights, including the right to perform their works publicly. Films and
television programmes sold or rented to consumers on DVDs, or via pay-TV, or
streaming or download sites are usually restricted to private, home use. In Hong Kong
and elsewhere this means that if you want to watch a film or a TV programme outside of
your home you need a licence that allows you to do it. We grant those licenses on
behalf of our producer clients.

Q4: Why did you contact our school? Were we singled out for special attention?
A4: Following our discussions with Education Bureau officials, we contacted every
registered educational establishment in Hong Kong to introduce ourselves and inform
them about our Licensing Scheme providing anytime, anywhere, any device permission
to publicly perform films and cable programmes. We wanted to explain the cost-
effectiveness and beneficial advantage of an MPLC Blanket Licence by providing each
of them a significant limited time discount against our published fees as an incentive
for their consideration.

Q5: But we’re a school. Why do we need a licence at all? Don’t we get special
protection under the law?

A5: Both the Education Bureau and the Intellectual Property Department have made it
clear that the liability exemption for instructional purposes covers only a small amount
of the public performances taking place in schools; most fall outside of that exemption
and require a licence. If past activities weren’t properly licensed, the MPLC Blanket
Licence offers a cost-effective way to ensure compliance for both past and future film
showings.

Q6: What are MPLC’s fees for schools, and how were they determined?

A6: MPLC’s Blanket Licence fees for schools in Hong Kong were determined locally in
accordance with affordability and existing market conditions. Our tiered pricing scheme
was approved by the IPD and remains available online as a condition of our operations.

Q7: Do you provide the content as well?
A7: No. Consistent with other copyright licensing schemes in Hong Kong, MPLC
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provides licensed permission allowing the use of any legally sourced content —whether
from a DVD, or a pay-TV operator, or a licensed streaming or download site — containing
our clients’ works.

Q8: What if | don’t need an MPLC Licence?

A8: Before deciding, make sure no screenings have taken place at the school in the past
six years, as the school could still be legally responsible for past unauthorised use of
our titles. For example, if students watch movies or use streaming sites in the library, or
if there are common areas like halls or student hostels with TVs or DVD players. Also,
are there any current or future activities that might involve showing films. Ensuring
compliance avoids the risks and negative impact of copyright infringement.

Q9: I’'ve done all of that and we still don’t need a Licence. Now what?

A9: That’s fine; we just ask that you tell us so that we can update our records and stop
contacting you. We’ll confirm your decision back to you and inform our clients and/or
the relevant government authorities if they ever ask. You’ll remain legally responsible
for any unlicensed performances that may still be within the statute of limitations,
and/or for clearing any necessary permissions for any future performances.

Q10: I stillhave some questions. How can | contact MPLC and/or apply for a
licence?

A10: Please call us at +852 3596 5857 then complete our licence application (Please
download the PDF version from our website) by filling, checking the fee before signing
and returning it to us. Pay our invoice upon receiving our licence and that’s it.
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Educational Exception FAQs
Understanding Copyright for Films and TV in Hong Kong Schools

Showing films and TV programmes in schools can inspire learning and engagement,
from classroom lessons to extracurricular events. However, under Hong Kong’s
Copyright Ordinance, public screenings often require permission to respect creators’
rights. The educational exception (Section 43(2)) allows limited use for teaching, but
many activities, like film clubs or school festivals, fall outside this scope. The Motion
Picture Licensing Company (MPLC) offers a Blanket Licence to simplify compliance,
letting schools legally show content from studios like Disney, Warner Bros., and
Universal Pictures in any setting—classrooms, auditoriums, or libraries—using DVDs,
Blu-rays, or legal streaming platforms. This licence ensures worry-free screenings while
fostering respect for intellectual property. Below, our FAQs clarify when the educational
exception applies and how the MPLC Blanket Licence can support your school.

Q1: What is the educational exception under Hong Kong copyright law, and when
can schools use it for films or TV programmes?

The educational exception (Section 43(2), Copyright Ordinance) allows schools to show
films or TV programmes without a licence, but only for instructional purposes. The
audience must mainly include teachers, pupils, or those directly involved in the
school’s activities (e.g., parents or guardians), and the content must be used for
teaching or learning. For extracurricular activities, film clubs, or non-instructional
events, an MPLC Blanket Licence ensures legal compliance and offers flexibility to use
content from studios like Disney and Warner Bros. anytime, anywhere on school
premises.

Q2: Can schools show entire films under the educational exception, or are there
limits?

The exception applies to teaching-focused activities, where short clips are typically
sufficient. Showing entire films, especially for non-instructional purposes like
lunchtime screenings, after-school clubs, or school festivals, usually requires an MPLC
Blanket Licence. This licence simplifies compliance, letting schools legally use DVDs,
Blu-rays, or streaming platforms for a wide range of activities while respecting copyright
holders.

Q3: Does the educational exception cover events with alumni, prospective
students, or external guests?
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No, the exception is limited to audiences directly connected to the school’s activities,
like current teachers and students. Including alumni, prospective students, or external
guests may require an MPLC Blanket Licence to stay compliant. This licence supports
diverse school events, ensuring worry-free screenings while fostering respect for
intellectual property among students.

Q4: Can schools use YouTube streams or personal subscriptions for educational
showings?

The exception doesn’t cover infringing copies, like pirated DVDs or unauthorized
streams from platforms like YouTube. Using such sources risks civil and criminal
penalties, including fines up to HKD 500,000 per copy. Schools should use legal
sources (e.g., licensed DVDs or streaming services). For non-exempt showings, an
MPLC Blanket Licence provides a cost-effective solution to avoid legal risks and
support creators.

Q5: Is projecting content from a teacher’s personal subscription in class allowed
under the exception?

While the exception may cover instructional use, projecting content from personal
subscriptions (e.g., via a laptop) could involve additional restricted acts, like electronic
communication (Section 28), which may not be exempt. To ensure compliance,
especially for broader school activities, an MPLC Blanket Licence is recommended. It
simplifies legal use across classrooms, libraries, and events, offering peace of mind.

About Education Bureau Guidance

The Education Bureau of Hong Kong emphasizes that showing films or TV programmes
in schools without the copyright owner’s or their agent’s permission infringes copyright
unless covered by exemptions like the educational exception under Section 43 or fair
dealing under Section 41A of the Copyright Ordinance. If no exemptions apply, schools
should consult the copyright owner or a licensing body like Motion Picture Licensing
Company (Hong Kong) Limited (MPLC) to obtain the necessary permission or
agreement. For detailed guidance, please visit the Education Bureau’s website:
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/sch-admin/admin/about-
teaching/copyright/films/index.html.
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